ELECTIONS 2005
Monitoring of election campaign coverage

in the media of the Kyrgyz Republic

(Presidential elections)

The monitoring is conducted by Internews in Kyrgyzstan and a Swiss-based non-profit organization CIMERA in Kyrgyzstan with the support of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE).
The monitoring period is 4 weeks (between 13 June and 10 July 2005).

The monitoring covers 150 print and 34 electronic media in Bishkek and seven provinces.    These include all state, private and government agency media that currently operate throughout the Kyrgyz Republic.

The monitoring methodology is based on an analysis of quantitative and qualitative indicators of the content of the print media that are published during the indicated period and the broadcasts of television channels and radio stations during this period.

Electronic media: eight hours of prime-time are monitored daily   from 17:00 until 01:00 on television,    and from 07:00 until 15:00 on the radio.

Print media: all issues of daily, weekly and monthly newspapers that are published during the indicated period are read.

The objective of the monitoring is to record the process of the media operations during the election period, to establish the parameters of distribution of newspaper space and airtime among the presidential candidates, and to determine the participation of governmental, non-governmental and political structures during the electioneering period.

The quantitative indicators are defined by seconds for the electronic media and lines for the print media.

The qualitative indicators are determined by the tone of statements in broadcasts and publications—positive, neutral, and negative.     

The margin of error in the statistical estimates is 5 seconds for the electronic media and 10 lines for the print media.

WEEKLY REPORT (20 June - 26 June 2005)

BISHKEK

ELECTRONIC MEDIA

NTRK (National Television and Radio Broadcast Corporation)                 

News items on television and the radio mentioned the following presidential candidates: K. Bakiev – 10,777 sec.   (91.4 %), K. Dushebaev - 765 sec.  (6.5 %), T. Bakir uulu - 154 sec.  (1.3 %), T. Umetalieva – 43 sec.   (0.4 %), J. Jeksheev – 38 sec.   (0.3 %), A. Aitikeev – 15 sec.    (0.1 %).

Total: 11,792 sec. on 6 candidates.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections:      from the electorate – 16,032 sec. (65 %),  information from the media – 1,811 sec.  (7.5 %), from the Government – 1,714 sec.     (7.1 %), from the security agencies – 1,306 sec. (5.43 %), from NGOs – 1,296 sec.    (5.39 %), from the CEC – 1,266 sec.      (5.26 %), from diplomatic missions – 463 sec. (1.9 %), from the Parliament – 438 sec.    (1.8 %), from political parties and movements – 128 sec. (0.5 %).

Total: 24,454 seconds of television and radio airtime.

Tone of statements on the candidates:   T. Umetalieva, A. Aitikeev – in a negative tone:, K. Bakiev., T. Bakir uulu, K. Dushebaev – in a neutral tone., J. Jeksheev – in a positive tone. 

Advertisement airtime was used by the following candidates: A. Aitikeev – 1,143 sec.  (43.3 %), T. Umetalieva – 640 sec.   (26.5 %), K. Dushebaev - 369 sec.  (15.3 %), T. Bakir uulu - 264 sec.  (10.9 %).

Total: 2,416 sec.

     Public service announcements: 704 seconds.

KOORT (Kyrgyz Public Educational Radio and Television)
News programs featured the presidential candidates as follows: 

K. Bakiev – 1,928 sec.    (80.6 %), T. Umetalieva – 158 sec.    (6.6 %), K. Dushebaev - 137 sec.  (5.7 %), J. Jeksheev – 35 sec.   (1.5 %). 

Total: 2,258 seconds on 4 candidates.

   News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections:       information from the electorate – 2,299 sec. (50.4 %), from the Government – 1,528 sec.     (35.6 %), from political parties and movements – 281 sec. (6.5%), from diplomatic missions – 120 sec. (2.8 %), information from the CEC – 80 sec. (1.9 %),  from NGOs – 74 sec. (1.7 %), from the security agencies – 46 sec. (1.1 %).

Total: 4,293 seconds of television airtime. 

    Tone of statements.      The following candidates were mentioned in a negative tone: K. Dushebaev, T. Umetalieva.

K. Bakiev and J. Jeksheev were mentioned in a neutral tone.

Advertisement airtime was used by the following candidates:  K. Dushebaev - 15 sec.

Public service announcements: 445 seconds.

PIRAMIDA (television and radio company) 
News programs on television and radio featured the following presidential candidates: K. Bakiev – 1,069 sec.     (52.7 %), K. Dushebaev - 563 sec.  (27.8 %), T. Bakir uulu - 199 sec.  (9.8 %), T. Umetalieva – 120 sec.   (5.9 %), J. Jeksheev – 76 sec.   (3.7 %).

Total: 2,027 seconds of airtime on 5 candidates.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections:     from the electorate - 3,040 sec. (91.3 %), from the media - 291 sec.   (8.7 %).
Total: 3,331 seconds of television airtime.

Tone of statements.        The following candidates were mentioned in a neutral tone: T. Bakir uulu, K. Dushebaev, J. Jeksheev.

The following candidate was mentioned in a positive tone: K. Bakiev. 

The following candidate was mentioned in a negative tone: T. Umetalieva.
Advertisements from the candidates and public service announcements: none.

NBT (Independent Bishkek Television)

News programs featured the presidential candidates as follows: K. Bakiev – 496 sec.
Total: 496 seconds on one candidate.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections: from the electorate - 1,643 sec.

Total: 1,643 seconds of television airtime.

     Tone of statements.  The following candidate was mentioned in a positive tone: K. Bakiev.

Advertisements from the candidates and public service announcements: none.

 Ekho Moskvy (private radio station)

News programs featured the presidential candidates as follows: K. Bakiev – 291 sec.     (84.1 %), K. Dushebaev - 55 sec.  (15.9 %).

Total: 346 seconds on 2 candidates.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections:  information from the electorate – 368 sec.  (76.7 %), from the Government - 62 sec.  (12.9 %), from the CEC - 28 sec.   (5.8 %), from the security agencies – 22 sec. (4.6 %).

Total: 480 seconds of television airtime.

     Tone of statements.    The following candidates were mentioned in a neutral tone: K. Bakiev, K. Dushebaev.
  Advertisements from the candidates and public service announcements: none.

Azattyk Radio (Kyrgyz service of Radio Liberty)

News programs featured the presidential candidates as follows: K. Bakiev – 816 sec.     (58.3 %), T. Umetalieva – 27 sec.   (1.9 %), T. Bakir uulu - 11 sec.  (0.8 %),   

Total: 854 seconds on 3 candidates.

News airtime featuring the subjects involved in the elections:     information about the electorate – 1,701 sec. (46.3 %), from the media – 439 sec.    (17.6 %), from political parties and movements – 359 sec. (14.4 %), from the Parliament – 126 sec.    (5.1 %), from the Government - 115 sec.  (4.6 %), from the CEC – 83 sec.      (3.3 %), from the security agencies – 78 sec. (3.1 %), from diplomatic missions - 74 sec. (3 %), from NGOs - 65 sec.   (2.6 %). 

Total: 3,040 seconds of radio airtime. 

Tone of statements.      The following candidates were mentioned in a negative tone: T. Bakir uulu, T. Umetalieva.

The following candidate was mentioned in a neutral tone: K. Bakiev.

Advertisements from the candidates and public service announcements: none.

Note on the Electronic Media section:

Amount of airtime during the second week:

K. Bakiev – 15,102 seconds, including:  1,406 seconds in a positive tone, 3,084 seconds in a negative tone, 10,612 seconds in a neutral tone.

T. Bakir uulu – 364 seconds, including:  51 seconds in a positive tone, 11 seconds in a negative tone, 302 seconds in a neutral tone.

K. Dushebaev – 1,520 seconds, including:  70 seconds in a negative tone, 1,450 seconds in a neutral tone.

J. Jeksheev – 149 seconds, including:  38 seconds in a positive tone, 111 seconds in a neutral tone.

T. Umetalieva – 348 seconds in a negative tone.

A. Aitikeev – 15 seconds in a negative tone. 

Advertisement airtime of the candidates during the second week:

A. Aitikeev – 1,143 seconds.

T. Bakir uulu – 264 seconds.

K. Dushebaev – 384 seconds.

T. Umetalieva – 640 seconds.

Public service announcements during the second week:  1,149 seconds.
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